
 

CAST 

Naomi Avery (Sam) is a ten-year-old homeschooled fifth grader. This is Naomi's six 
production with Places! Productions. Naomi got her start in theater as an orphan in Annie 
at six years old and is currently also performing at Hale Theater Arizona as Carol Cratchit in 
A Christmas Carol. Other favorite credits include Joy in Cinderella, Michael Banks in Mary 
Poppins, Roxie in Jukebox Time Machine, Owl in Narnia, and Vannie in We Are Monsters. In 
addition to theater, Naomi enjoys horseback riding, playing guitar, and loves spending time 
with her friends.  

Griffin Avery (Sheldon) is a fourteen-year-old homeschooled ninth grader. This is Griffin's 
fifth production with Places! Productions. Griffin can also be seen this season at Hale 
Theatre Arizona as Peter Cratchit in A Christmas Carol. He previously starred as Charlie 
Bucket in Hale Theatre Arizona’s Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Other favorite credits 
include: Prince in Cinderella, Edmund in Narnia, Pugsley in The Addams Family, Bert in 
Mary Poppins, Young Simba in The Lion King. In addition to theater, Griffin loves playing 
soccer and video games with his friends!  

Abigail Balian (ISN Worker, Elf), age 10, is very excited for her first performance with 
Places! She performed in Mini-Midsummer Nights Dream and Seussical Jr before Kam D. 
Cain. She’s made many friends and had an amazing experience.She loves all things cats, 
singing and acting. She is an up and coming author of a graphic novel called The Life Of 
Lexi.She also enjoys reading, playing video games with her friends, cuddling with her dog 
Neveah, and hanging out with friends. 



Eliana Balian (Eren, Mother), 14, is excited for her first performance with Places! 
Productions! She loves all things theater, improv, singing, and dancing. She is also a 
published author of her book The Gluten-Free Journey: Cookbook/Travel Guide/Journal and 
her baking talents have won her the Golden Whisk Award. You can also find her in a book 
(like Keeper of the Lost Cities!), thinking of fun improv lines, watching fun movies with her 
family, playing with her dog Neveah, collecting 3-D printed dragons and crocheted stuffed 
animals, or hanging out with her theater friends. 

Acelina Blitz (Cookie, Kid, Elf) is thrilled to be part of the Kam D. Cain production. Her past 
performances with Places! Productions include Cinderella and Jukebox Time Machine. She 
loves performing and is grateful for the opportunities Places! has given her. Acelina's 
hobbies include playing Minecraft and learning about dinosaurs. She enjoys piano and voice 
lessons and is excited to begin horseback riding soon. Acelina looks forward to performing 
with Places! Productions in the future. 

Adalia Blitz (Cupid) has a free, creative spirit. She spends her free time reading, playing 
piano, and taking voice lessons. Adalia is also a passionate volunteer, working with children 
for the past six years. Past musical performances include Nightmare Before Christmas 
(ensemble) and Grease (Sheila). She is excited to participate in Kam D. Cain as Cupid, and 
she can't wait to be in future shows. 

Lesia Blitz (Present, Girl, Elf) is thrilled to be part of the Kam D. Cain production. Her past 
performances with Places! Productions include Cinderella and Jukebox Time Machine. She 
loves performing and is grateful for the opportunities Places has given her. Lesia's hobbies 
include piano and voice lessons, and most recently, horseback riding. Lesia looks forward to 
performing with Places! Productions in the future. 

Ava Chiappetta (Comet) is a junior at Gilbert High School, where she participates in both 
the school choir and the Places! Productions show choir. Some of her favorite past roles 
include Snoopy (You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown – Limelight), Portia (Cinderella – Places! 
Productions), Grandma (The Addams Family – Places! Productions), Mrs. Peacock (Clue – 
Limelight, Zoni nomination), Madame Thénardier (Les Misérables – Limelight), Denise (The 
Play That Goes Wrong – Limelight, Zoni nomination and NYA award), Pumbaa (The Lion 
King Jr. – Limelight, Zoni nomination), Miss Hannigan (Annie Jr. – Mesa Encore), and Georgi 
(Miss Nelson Is Missing – Limelight, Zoni nomination). Ava is thrilled to play Comet and 
would like to thank Dante for writing such a fun script, along with the production team for 
giving her the opportunity to bring this lively reindeer to life! 

Lacey Davis (Jo, Teddy, Little Sue) This is Lacey’s 6th performance with Places! 
Productions.  She has performed in At The Bandstand, Mary Poppins, We Are Monsters, 
Narnia & Cinderella. She also performs in the show choir Ping. She would like to thank Ms 
Abby, Mr Joseph, Mr Mills, Miss Allison, & Ms Stephanie. Without them, the show wouldn’t 
be possible. She also wants to thank her family for supporting her along the way. She loves 
performing & wants to thank her mom and sister Kayla for inspiring her to perform. 

Traci Esposito (Felix Navidad) For many years, Traci sang melodies in a myriad of 
musical groups. When cancer surgery altered her voice, it created the chance for 
harmonies to unfold in her heart and home. She dreamed all her life of being on stage, 



and followed a dear friend’s urging to try out last season. She cherishes the 
opportunity to have been the Unicorn in Places! Production’s performances of Narnia. 
Traci wishes to thank Places! Productions for this truly magical opportunity to be a 
part of Kam D. Cain, one full of laughter and learning. Without the supportive 
environment created here, she would be robbed of the joy it has been to perform 
hand in hand with her daughter for her theatrical debut. She extends an infinitely 
grateful heart to her helpful and devoted husband, Greg, her sweet and encouraging 
daughter, Rosellani, as well as her remarkable family members and beautiful friends 
for their continued love and support.  

 
Rosellani Esposito (Elf, Ornament, ISN Worker) Rosellani has been enamored with 
all sorts of theatre performances since she was 2 years old, and being in her first 
show has given her an even stronger love for the arts. She now knows how much 
dedication and coordination go into each production. She describes herself as 
generally shy and quiet in new environments, but this experience has helped her 
confidence tremendously. Her parents are incredibly proud of her hard work and how 
committed she has been to memorizing lines and learning choreography, especially 
with no prior experience in dance or theatre. We hope you are delighted to see her 
love for the arts burst forth onto the stage. Rosellani is grateful to her mother. Being 
in the show together gave her the love and support needed to ignite her bravery. She 
also wishes to thank Miss Allison for helping her learn how to succeed in her on-stage 
adventures.  
 
Scarlett Freehan (Nelly, Dasher) loves to sing, write, read, do tumbling, do anything artsy, 
and sew!! She is 14 and in 9th grade. She is homeschooled and goes to an Enrichment 
Program for homeschooled kids. She is so excited for her role as Nelly in this play! She loves 
anything Christmasy! This is Scarlett’s 5th play with Places! Productions. She has been in At 
The Bandstand (as Darlene Worthington) in the summer of 2023, she was also in Mary 
Poppins (as Mrs. Brill) in the fall of 2023, and was in the play We are Monsters (as KC) in the 
summer of 2024, and in Cinderella (as Stepmother) in spring of 2025. She also took a 
theater class years ago at Eagleridge which helped her develop her love for acting. She 
would like to thank Miss. Allison, Miss. Abby, and Brandt, and Stephanie for all their hard 
work to make this play the best that it can be! 

Madison (“Maddy”) Hibner (Sam) is thrilled to make her stage debut! A lifelong singer 
and performer at heart, she’s a student at Learning Foundation and Performing Arts and a 
proud member of Places! She sends huge thanks to her directors, LFPA teachers and to her 
family and friends for all the love and encouragement! 

Mady King (Ginger) is excited to join the cast of Kam D. Cain!  Her favorite credits include, 
Places! Productions Grease (Sandy), Cinderella (Cinderella), Mary Poppins Jr. (Mary 
Poppins),Addams Family (Mortica), and Les Miserables (Cosette).  In addition to musical 
theater, Mady enjoys being a part of Places! Productions PRESTO Show Choir. She sincerely 
thanks her family and the Places! Team for all their love and support! 

Lia McArthur (Elf), age 10, is thrilled to be performing in her third show with Places!  She 
is very excited to be a part of the Ensemble for Kam D. Cain, previously with Places! Lia 



played Westerly in We Are Monsters and was part of the ensemble of Mary Poppins Jr.  Lia 
attends school at Great Hearts Archway Chandler and is currently the Bard winner for all 
Great Hearts Archway schools.  She won the Bard competition last year with her powerful 
recitation of Romeo and Juliet’s Act 4 Scene 3.  As the Bard champion, she will recite her 
poem at numerous Great Hearts events throughout the ’24-’25 school year.  You may see her 
tumbling on stage; Lia is also a Level 6 competitive gymnast with USA Youth Fitness Center.  
She would like to thank Allison Houston and the entire artistic team of Kam D. Cain for 
giving her this opportunity. She would also like to thank her family for their love and 
encouragement.  

Farrah McArthur (Kam), age 13, is thrilled to take on the role of “Kam” in Dante Johnson’s 
original production Kam D. Cain. This exciting opportunity has allowed her to stretch her 
vocal abilities and explore a more contemporary singing style, an experience she’s 
absolutely loved. Farrah’s recent stage credits with Places! include Cinderella in Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s Cinderella, Lucy Pevensie in Narnia, and Mary Poppins in Mary Poppins 
Jr. Prior to that, she portrayed Oliver Twist in Limelight’s Oliver and Mary Lennox in The 
Secret Garden with Places! Her dynamic stage presence has also lit up the Places! Show 
Choir for the past three years. A passionate vocal competitor, Farrah has been a standout in 
the National Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS) competitions for the past three 
years, frequently earning first place in both Classical and Musical Theater categories. In 
2025, she took first place in both categories at the NATS Cal-West Regional Competition and 
placed third in Commercial Music, qualifying to compete nationally in all three divisions. 
Farrah’s boundless love for theater shines through in every rehearsal and performance. She 
extends heartfelt thanks to Allison Houston for her dedicated voice coaching and 
unwavering encouragement, and to her family for their constant love and support. 

Kade Wallace (Vixen, Jack) is a fourteen-year-old homeschooled eighth grader and is 
excited to be returning to the stage! He was previously seen in AYT’s production of Willy 
Wonka Jr. as Grandpa Joe and in Finding Nemo Jr. as Gurgle. Kade is a 2nd degree black belt 
in American Kenpo karate and is on the EMK All Stars team. In his downtime, you will find 
him playing chess with his friends and going on adventures with his family. He thanks 
Allison and everyone at Places! for this opportunity 

Tim Mills (Santa Claus) Mills is normally Places! Productions' Assistant Director but 
occasionally gets back on stage! He definitely wanted to be in Kam D. Cain to support Dante! 
Mills' previous acting credits include What a Wonderful Life (Ensemble) back home in San 
Jose, CA, Timothy of Lystra (Jason) at Chandler Center For the Arts, Joan of Arc (Bishop 
Cauchon) in Gilbert, and with Places!: The Diary of Anne Frank (Otto Frank), The Crucible 
(Thomas Putnam), Little Women the Musical (Mr. Laurence), and Urinetown (Old Man 
Strong). “Congratulations, Dante, for writing such a wonderful Show! Keep up the great 
work! And thank you to those of you who have come to support us and the Arts. Enjoy the 
show!!” 

Audrey Williams (Prancer) loves theatre and always has a great time doing all of the 
Places! Productions shows. She has been in many shows including Legally Blonde, Much Ado 
About Nothing, Sweeney Todd, SpongeBob the Musical, and many more. Audrey goes to 



American Leadership Academy where she does theatre along with ballroom. Audrey would 
like to thank her family and her friends for always supporting her. 

Zander Zahorka (Sheldon) is beyond excited to bring Sheldon to life in Kam D. Cain, the 
very first original musical written by Dante! He’s loved performing with Places! 
Productions in roles like the King in Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Cinderella, the Dwarf in 
Narnia, Westerly in We Are Monsters, and Michael in Mary Poppins Jr. When he’s not on 
stage, Zander is usually dreaming up his next big adventure, whether it’s in karate, on the 
dance floor, or in the world of video games. 

CREATIVE 

Abby Gordon (Assistant Director) is honored to return to the creative team for Kam! She 
was most recently seen on the Places! stage as Shelby in Steel Magnolias, Little Becky 
Two-Shoes in Urinetown and Martha in The Secret Garden. Past production credits include 
Cinderella (Director), Narnia (Assistant Director), Rock and Roll Forever (Director). She 
would like to thank Dante for welcoming her to be a part of his incredible show! 

Brandt Norris (Choreographer) is super grateful to have been a part of this brand new 
piece of theatre. He started choreographing shows at the young age of 14 years old for the 
drama department at his jr. high/high school and continued to do so until he graduated. 
Recent choreography credits include Carrie: The Musical, Spongebob: The Musical, and 
Mamma Mia. When he isn't teaching, you can find him performing around the valley at Hale 
Centre Theatre, The Phoenix Theatre Company, or around the country. He is currently out of 
town swinging Alabama Shakespeare Festival's production of Frozen through the new year. 
"Please cheer loud and proud for this cast! They have worked so hard for a very long time to 
put up this brand new show for you. I can't be there in person, but I am so proud of this 
team." He extends his gratitude to Allison, Abby, Joseph, and the entire team here at Places. 

Stephanie Smith Nguyen (Choreographer) is a choreographer, arts administrator, and 
dance anthropologist. She holds an MA in Dance Knowledge, Practice and Heritage from 
Choreomundus (a consortium of universities in France, Hungary, Norway, and the UK). 
Stephanie has worked with dance studios, touring teams, theatre companies, universities, 
and art exhibits around the world in just about every aspect of the creative process! She is 
passionate about the historical contexts of movement and how embodying dance from the 
past provides insights on humanity today. Stephanie is over-the-moon excited to be 
working on her first show with Places! Productions. 
 
Allison Zuccaro (Director) is the Founding Artistic Director of Places! Productions, about 
to celebrate its 10th anniversary! She graduated from ASU in 2012 with a BM in Music 
Theatre and Minor in Justice Studies and performed as a member of Actors’ Equity 
Association before deciding her heart was truly in teaching and directing. She currently 
runs an award-winning private voice studio in Queen Creek and directs Places! 
Productions’ show choir. Between performing and directing, she has now worked on over 
100 shows. She thanks the amazingly talented Kam cast, crew, and production team, Dante 
for running with her silly idea and creating something truly special, the Places! Board, all of 



our incredible volunteers and donors, her brilliant parents, her supportive husband John 
and sweet baby Zoe, YOU for supporting the arts, and Liz Rhodes, who always encouraged 
Allison to pursue her dreams.  
 

 

 

 

 

 


